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But lie could declare, from the higheft authority, that we had even fince chapter c-.
that time''been, with refpe<ft to foreign powers, in a moft defirable fituation. "1740 to 174**
The high authority to which he alluded was the fpeech from the throne,'- in
November 17245 which reprefented peace with all powers abroad; at home
perfect tranquillity, plenty, and an uninterrupted enjoyment of all civil and
religious rights, expreffioas,which charmed every Englifh ear. But that uni-
verfal happinefs did not long continue. For foon after this period we entered
into " that'clofe friendfliip and correfpondence with the court of France,
which, to the infinite-difedvahtage of this: nation, has continued ever fince*
and which has now, at laft, brought the balance of power into the utmpft
danger, if not to inevitable ruin." We declined availing ourfelves of the
fortunate breach which had taken place between the two branches of the
houfe of Bourbon, we declined taking advantage of the refentment -enter*
tained by Philip againft France, for the return of the Spaniih infanta, we
declined the offer of the king of Spain to fubmit to the Ible mediation of
England to fettle the difputes between him and the Emperor.

" But the moft pernicious of all the pernicious meafures was the treaty of
Hanover. When the alliance between Spain and the Emperor was concluded,.
we, who by a very little dexterity, might then- have- duped France, who has
duped us fo often, inftead of doing fo, by the treaty of Hanover, flung our-
felves into her arms, and England's affairs feem* ever fince, to have been ma-
naged by a French intereft. Fleets had been fent, one to the Baltic, another
to the Weft Indies, to infult, and only to infult, the Czar i,nd the king of
Spain; the three pretended articles of the Vienna treaty, which produced that
of Hanover, were the'eftablifh-iiient of the Oftend company, the taking-of
Gibraltar, and the placing of the Pretender on the throne. But when Gib-
raltar was befieged, what affiftance did we receive from France ?" He was
inclined to believe that no help was fo much as demanded of thex French, be-
caufe we knew none would be granted : The reparation of Dunkirk was a
memorable inftance of French fincerity.

He then adverted to the preliminaries of the peace of 1727, and the ad:
of the Pardo. He ftated, that on the firft complaints from-the merchantsy
of Spanifh depredations, the parliament thought fit to recommend pacific
meafures only. He then cenfured the treaty of Seville, by whicii Spanifli
troops' were to* be introduced into Italy. Don Carlos went thither, but we
gained nothing^ commiiBoners only were appointed, and when the parlia-
ment, in 1732, addreifed to know what progrefs they had made, his in*-
jefty's anlwer was, that they were to meet in four months 5 but ,by the de-
lays of Spam, the conferences were not opened till 1734, a ftrong proof of ^
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